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Abstract

engal was finally materialized wiy,
1t was in 1947 that the much-dreaded partitfon of Bengal

! rom Last Bengal lo Wes g, © p"ﬂiﬁ

Indin resulting in the cxadus ol n huge number or:i"?l(l‘llgu{cusls (Bungal) and Wegy Bc: 8‘a[ 'Blv;,';"'ﬁ(
to a communal resentment between East Bengal 1in he Eust Bengal refugee Hindy comga '"M"::
(Ghori). In he procedure of reseltiement In Kolkaty, ;‘lc which were reflceted in thep "'unuys%d
designing lifestyle palterns for their cthnic solidarity altire-spoeilic praclices e r oy

holding onto their lifestyle, culinary habits and Ol!“"; ative Hindus of West Bcn? ;hc Wtre,:'
being able to mingle and acclimatize themselves w[Ih then \ized both sides of & gal, /]
These incidents of Partition and its aflenmath which lmum:lhc.natives of West B:"Bﬂl for vy
decades lead to a kind of psychological animosily between d various other culty nigal e g
number of migrants which rcflccted through food, games an f South Caloutta b @ 3gencie; Wit
time the migrants from East Bengal dominated a major l"’_rt o t?: i ; ut their *"ﬂbiva;(‘.,l
relationship with the Ghoti community persisted since the times o artition reflected thrg, it
between the food habits of this side’ and ‘that side’. The target of this paper is to SPhasize oy |
much discussed and widely circulated Bangal-G}.mtl antagonisms a!ld observe how 8Slrongy; |
contrasts betwecn the two communities play a crucial role in perpetuating the long-drawn COMggy

rift, _— i
Keywords: Community, Ethnic identity, Gastronomy, Immigration, Partition

Introduction I .

For a long period of time, food has functioned as a trope for ldem_lf.ymg racial, culfurg] g
social differences in literary and visual culture of India and crisis like Partition, famin
preoccupation have played significant roles in structuring food habits as a part of iden
It cannot be denied that food is a chief factor to an individual’s cthnic identity as an individual'
identity construction depends on social factors such as food choices which he incorporates in fi;
everyday life. Discourses on food seem to disrupt written medium as a symbol of embodied existence,
a visual and palpable mark of crossing the limits of language and proving that language is not always
capable to represent life. Thus, emerged food-language as an offshoot of the many present cultinl
languages- as a signifier that is able to constitute culture outside written texts and to demonstrate tkt
food can be considercd as a functional site for representing ethnic and cultural differences. For
example, the cultural differences on both sides of Bengal have for long been signified through
vemacular languages and through unwritten symbols. A hypothetical discussion will encapsulate the
representative culinary development of respective Bengali communities, viz. Ghoti of West Bengd
and Bangal of East Bengal, and perpetuation of the ‘shadow-lines’ between Ghotf-Baxgi
communitics pertaining to culinary delicacics. The Partition of Bengal is still fresh in the collesti¢
uncf)nsci'ous of the Bengali communilies, manifested through the apparent social predominance -&
subjugation - of one community over another in terms of food preferences. This study would expk®
the commodification of differences in culinary habits which in turn promotes the subtle differencc "
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! The Radcllffe line was the border between Indja and Pak| » August 1947
{ 17% August 15
detalls refer to The Fashioni, akistan declared by Sir Cyril Radcliffe on

Chatter 0 0f a Frontler: The Radclffe Line and Bengal's Border Londscape, 1947-52 by oY
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